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tense. w2~ who came, and not the word 2xzm which mors literally would be translated as who

dre coming. The Children of Jacob were long sone. This phrase refers 1o events that transpired two
hundred and ten years belore the Shemos narranve.
The Midrash noted this anomaly and inzerpreted the wens of the phrase. maey= = orxan, he
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The essence of anti-Semitic doctrine throughout hestory ahwavs depicted the Jew as a stranger.
They charge that we are strangers, ivrim. We never assimilate ourselves into any community; we
are outsiders.

There is another implication to the use of the present tense Chazal sav: Beeause of four quali-
ties, Bei Yisracl were redeemed from Egypt they did not change their names, they did not change their

(P language, they did not change thew clothing, and thev did not charge their God (Shemos Rabbah 1), The

Midrash states beautifully: Reuben descended fto Egvpe). Reuben came up [from Egvptj (Tunchuma
Bulak 25). The Jew was conscious of his identity. When the Jews left. they spoke Lashon HaKodesh
as fluently as they had when they came to Egypt

There are certain ideals to which & Jew is commuued that can never be forfeited. There is a

i{special relationship between God and jew as well as a relationship between God and mankind in

3

general. In certain areas of human endeavor. such as healing and helping each other, the Jew is part
of the relationship between God and man, and we participate and are part of society. But whenever -
society tries o terminate our individual identity. to tell us how to live and 1o be like the rest of

society. we are very stubborn.

f) v/ {(; Pharaoh charged that the Jew was umnterested in thg wellare of the land. Pharach was wrong.

scrolls. These scrolls helped maintain their uni
as if they had just entered Egypt. (Aton Holzer Summary)

differ from those that Jacob brought with him to Egypt, the Jews removed themselves from society,
as if they had just entered Egypr.
W The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni 176} tells us that many Jews in Egypt had scrolls (probably con-
sisting of Genesis), and every Shabbos, they would read these scroils. The redemption did not start
with Moses. The Jewish belief in the promise of redemption was nurtured by their reading of these
que identity—the Israelites considered themselyes

AT I IR TN TR ONT

TEIIFR TN3T has two meanings: we have a special, eternal identity, but nevertheless. we partici-

P T

pate in society: When he said that Jews must abandon their identity and join a society whose ideals
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The fre of the Biish was burning. The infinite light calicd wo him. The Master of the Universe

watited. yet Moses' face remained hidden.

The Master of the Universe was veady Lo reveal lumsel
Moses had the opporunity to experience all it

[f of God. His justive. and how He teads creation

o Moses m His true absolute entirery:
1t was hicddon. to understand with clarity the ways
Allquestion- would he answered, every teiku topen

questiond resolved. Instead. Moses ud his face. He did not wane i guestions answered and all

mysteries o disappear.,

Mses trembled i the face of complete know ledge. Whint frightened him?

Moses was afraid that had he not turned 1w

LY . .
av e would lose the auribute of iesed the feeling

. — e T e - L3 -3 A N .
{ ol empathy and Tove regarding his fellow, He was aftad 10 Jelve tao deeply 1nto God's attribute of
fustice. hecause if he were w understand ths atribute vomypletely. be would recognize that in rruth
: | S UELEMN el é,,T..,_.._,_....?_. S
there was noevil in the world. He would kinow that the pain man experienves is oniy for his good.

He “}uiﬁ‘s‘éé"tf&'rlg' the deads of the PMigha ! Rock are perfe . tor all His ;\y:(_\"..\‘";.."l-';?i,l(c.\'l Dol 374

The name

evervthing that He made and beheld i e o

s gustice bwoudd transforny o the name m--=-
7/( the workd in the same way that God looked af the

1
vt

smeray T Meses would then pereeive
[l

e st da of creation: And God saw
G E ol —and Chazal say en zoed refers 1o

world o

ceath Berershis Rubbalt 9 Were Moses (e see the w orld s enens, death. sickness., poserty, suf-

ferng and Jonehness would all appear wood, wth

s s

purpase snd sianificance

M ke had s keowlede, Moses Coulld po perorm cosed with 1 peor persen. because he

2.4

pevple. hecause he would have complete unde

ectne oF such pam Under such condinon- bo workd ha

T

thesimier and could rot antrear God on thowr by

of Gods idament, Meses would mot be tsl
%( rercave that the vem rog et s e re!

Morar and Tose

watdd understand why povert was Appreprae tor |

Lo

e e ~on He cou's not e nrerey on sick

rrramding on whv God infliors sickiness and the of-

0 or svmvath, wgh

understinding or <
' Liseewith s the

IR 1 o e

ciall b Lociness

P L ponthe roople Recanse by ool
! . H ' *

' - Lr sty : 1

R . TR

. Mases hrd his juce because he was dfraid o luuki
regarding whether Moses refuss)
or nat (Beraches 7a). Acearding to R, Yehoshua hen Korche.
while R Yonasan maintains that it was Moses™ fear of fook:
hecoming the greatest of the prophets. Initall
was Meses” hiding his face considered such an exalted act?

v see the Shechinuh was pratseworthy |

Moses should not have wirned away,
ng at the Shechingh which merited his
sivis difficul: 1o fathom R Yonasans opinjon. Why
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